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In  1999/2000,  Argentina  is  forecast  to  increase  planted  area  over  last  season  to  the  major  field  crops  (wheat, 
soybeans,  corn,  sunflowerseed,  cotton  and  sorghum).  With  the  exception  of  cotton  and  sunflowerseeds,  all 
these  crops  are  projected  to  equal  or  exceed  the  1998/99  season  plantings,  as  producers  seek  to  maximize 
revenue.  Record  wheat  and  corn  areas  were  planted  in  the  1996/97  season  in  response  to  high  international 
prices,  bringing  a  record  total  area  into  production.  For  the  three  years  since  then,  total  planted  area  for  the 
major  crops  has  exceeded  21.5  million  hectares,  almost  20  percent  higher  than  the  average  previous  5  years. 
Wheat  and  corn  area  have  fluctuated  somewhat  year-to-year,  while  areas  planted  to  soybeans  and 
sunflowerseed  have  been  generally  increasing.  Although  soybean  area  this  year  is  forecast  to  be  unchanged 
from  1998/99,  the  second  crop  soybean  area  is  expected  to  increase  due  to  recent  stronger  soybean  prices  and 
a  larger  wheat  area.  For  sunflowerseeds,  lower  prices  relative  to  other  crops  and  a  dry  start  for  planting  has 
constrained  area  this  season.  Cotton  area  is  forecast  to  drop  below  the  1998/99  level  as  three  consecutive 
poor  crops  and  little  government  support  has  left  the  producers  in  a  tight  financial  situation. 
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This  report  uses  information  from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Services’  global  network  of  agricultural 
attaches  and  counselors;  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments  and  other  foreign  source  materials; 
and  the  results  of  economic  and  satellite  imagery  analysis.  Estimates  of  foreign  area,  yield  and 
production  are  from  the  Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division,  FAS,  and  are  reviewed 
by  USDA’s  Inter-Agency  Commodity  Estimates  Committees.  Estimates  of  U.S.  area,  yield  and 
production  are  from  USDA’s  National  Agricultural  Statistics  Service.  Numbers  within  the  report 
may  not  add  to  totals  because  of  rounding.  This  report  reflects  official  USD  A  estimates  released  in 
the  World  Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE-355),  October  8,  1999. 

This  report  was  prepared  by  the  Production  Estimates  and  Crop  Assessment  Division,  FAS/USD  A. 
The  next  issue  of  World  Agricultural  Production  will  be  released  after  3:00  p.m.  Eastern  time  on 
November  12,  1999. 


Conversion  Table 

Metric  tons  to  bushels 


Wheat,  soybeans 
Corn,  sorghum,  rye 
Barley 
Oats 


MT  *  36.7437 
MT  *  39.36825 
MT  *  45.929625 
MT  *  68.894438 


Metric  tons  to  480-lb  bales 


Cotton 


MT  *  4.592917 


Metric  tons  to  hundredweight 


Rice 


MT  *  22.04622 


Area  &  Weight 


1  hectare 
1  kilogram 


2.471044  acres 
2.204622  pounds 


The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  prohibits  discrimination  in  all  its  programs  and 
activities  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  national  origin,  gender,  religion,  age,  disability,  political  beliefs, 
sexual  orientation,  and  marital  or  family  status.  (Not  all  prohibited  bases  apply  to  all  programs.) 
Persons  with  disabilities  who  require  alternative  means  for  communication  of  program  information 
(Braille,  large  print,  audiotape,  etc.)  Should  contact  USDA’s  TARGET  Center  at  (202)  720-2600 
(voice  and  TDD). 

To  file  a  complaint  of  discrimination,  write  USDA,  Director,  Office  of  Civil  Rights,  Room  326-W, 
Whitten  Building,  14th  &  Independence  Avenue,  SW,  Washington,  D.C.  20250-9410  or  call 
(202)720-5964  (voice  or  TDD).  USDA  is  an  equal  opportunity  provider  and  employer. 
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PRODUCTION  BRIEFS 


CHINA:  NSB  ANNOUNCES  1999  SOWN 

AREA  FOR  SEVERAL  CROPS 

According  to  officials  from  China’s  National 
Statistical  Bureau  (NSB),  the  1999  planted 
area  for  grains  dropped  slightly  from  last  year 
to  1 13  million  hectares,  but  cotton  and  sugar 
area  declined  by  15  percent  and  18  percent, 
respectively.  Cotton  area  is  estimated  at  3.9 
million  hectares,  the  lowest  in  history,  in 
response  to  excessive  stocks  and  lower  prices, 
while  the  reduction  in  sugar  area  resulted  from 
economic  problems  in  the  sugar  industry.  In 
contrast,  planted  area  for  rice,  corn,  and 
oilseed  crops  is  expected  to  increase  in  1999. 
Early  rice  area  declined  by  an  estimated 
180,000  hectares,  but  this  is  more  than  offset 
by  increased  middle  and  late  rice  areas.  Corn 
area  is  estimated  at  25.8  million  hectares,  up 
590,000  or  2  percent  from  last  year,  and 
oilseed  crops  (excluding  soybeans,  which  is 
considered  a  grain  in  China)  increased  by 
almost  8  percent  to  13.9  million  hectares,  as 
planted  area  for  peanuts  and  rapeseed  reached 
record  levels. 


CHINA:  CORN  AREA  AND 

PRODUCTION  RISE 

China’s  1999/2000  corn  production  is 
estimated  at  128.0  million  tons,  up  3.0  million 
from  last  month  based  on  a  3  percent  increase 
in  area.  According  to  China’s  National 
Statistical  Bureau,  planted  area  reached  25.8 
million  hectares  in  1999,  up  590,000  hectares 
from  last  year.  Yield  is  virtually  unchanged 
this  month  at  4.96  tons  per  hectare.  However, 
yield  is  expected  to  decline  from  last  year  due 
to  excessive  rainfall  during  August  in  southern 
China  and  the  lower  Yangtze  River  Valley, 
while  a  drought  affected  yield  in  the  North 
China  Plain,  Liaoning  and  Jilin  Provinces. 


Conditions  in  Heilongjiang  Province  were 
favorable,  and  moderate  rainfall  in  mid- August 
improved  yield  prospects  in  Shandong  and  the 
southern  plains.  Fair  weather  in  late- 
September  favored  maturing  corn  in  the 
Northeast,  although  scattered  frost  in  mid- 
September  may  have  caused  minor  damage  to 
immature  crops.  Harvesting  on  the  North 
China  Plain  was  delayed  slightly  by  late-season 
rainfall,  but  the  impact  on  yield  should  be 
minor. 


KAZAKSTAN:  WHEAT  YIELD 

REBOUNDS  FROM  LAST  YEAR 

Wheat  production  is  estimated  at  7.5  million 
tons,  up  1 .0  million  from  last  month  and  up  2.8 
million  from  last  year.  According  to  harvest- 
progress  reports,  over  8  million  tons  of  grain 
had  been  gathered  as  of  September  23  with 
one-third  of  the  sown  area  remaining  to  be 
harvested.  Weather  was  generally  favorable 
throughout  the  growing  season  in  northern 
Kazakstan,  the  country’s  prime  wheat- 
production  region.  The  preliminary  harvest 
results  indicate  that  locust  damage  was  less 
severe  than  earlier  official  reports  had 
suggested. 

THAILAND:  CORN  OUTPUT 
INCREASES  DUE  TO  FAVORABLE 

WEATHER 

Estimated  corn  production  in  Thailand  for 
1999/2000  rose  8  percent  this  month  to  4.3 
million  tons,  unchanged  from  last  year.  Area 
is  down  slightly  from  last  year,  but  nearly 
perfect  weather  this  growing  season  raised 
yield  prospects.  The  monsoon  rains  started  on 
time  in  April  and  have  continued  through  to 
the  present.  While,  rainfall  diminished  for  two 
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or  three  weeks  in  June,  the  widespread  use  of 
drought-resistant  corn  varieties  kept  the 
overall  crop  from  being  damaged.  The  corn 
crop  is  being  harvested  now  and  will  conclude 
by  the  end  of  October. 

VIETNAM:  EXPANDING  AREA  AND 

IMPROVED  YIELDS  RAISE  RICE 

ESTIMATES 

The  1999/2000  rice  crop  estimate  is  revised  2 
percent  higher  this  month  to  a  near  record 
19.8  million  tons  (milled  basis)  following  an 
upward  revision  in  the  1998/99  crop.  The 
1998/99  crop  was  revised  upward  3  percent 
this  month  to  a  record  20.0  million  tons 
following  a  bumper  Spring-Autumn  crop. 
There  are  3  crops  each  year  in  Vietnam:  the 
10th  month  (Lua  Mua)  crop  harvested 
September-November  in  the  North  and 
November-February  in  the  South;  the  main 
Winter-Spring  crop  harvested  in  June  in  the 
North  and  April-May  in  the  South;  and  the 
Summer-Autumn  crop  harvested  in  August- 
October  in  both  the  North  and  South.  The 
Spring-Autumn  crop  is  expected  to  be  even 
larger  in  1999/2000,  with  area  and  yield 
increasing  from  1998/99.  However,  overall 
harvested  area  in  1999/2000  is  forecast  to  fall 
slightly,  resulting  in  slightly  lower  production 
numbers  than  1998/99. 


EU-15:  WHEAT  AND  COARSE  GRAIN 

PRODUCTION  INCREASES  SLIGHTLY 

Wheat  production  in  the  EU-15  increased 
marginally  to  96.7  million  tons  this  month,  but 
remains  7  percent  below  last  year’s  103.5 
million  tons.  In  the  United  Kingdom, 
production  is  up  3  percent  from  last  month  to 
15.5  million  tons  due  to  bumper  yield 
following  nearly  ideal  weather  during  the 
filling  stage  of  the  crop.  Also,  wheat 
production  is  up  slightly  in  Austria  and 
Portugal,  while  there  is  a  largely  offsetting 


decline  in  Danish  wheat  which  is  estimated  to 
be  down  0.3  million  tons  from  last  month  at 
4.3  million. 

Coarse  grain  production  rose  slightly  to  101.8 
million  tons  this  month,  but  is  still  down  3 
percent  from  last  year’s  105.0  million  tons.  In 
the  United  Kingdom,  production  is  up  6 
percent  from  7.0  to  7.3  million  tons  as 
favorable  weather  improved  barley  yield 
prospects.  Also,  coarse  grains  production  is 
up  slightly  in  Austria,  Ireland,  and  Portugal. 
These  increases  were  partly  offset  by  a  decline 
in  German  production  due  to  a  decline  in 
mixed  grains. 

INDIA:  RICE  PROJECTED  AT  RECORD: 

COARSE  GRAINS  LOWERED 

India’s  rice  production  is  projected  at  a  record 
85.5  million  tons,  up  1.0  million  from  last 
month  and  surpassing  last  year’s  level  by 
nearly  1  percent.  Harvested  area  is  at  a 
record  level  and  yield  matches  last  season’s 
record.  The  kharif  crop  (first  season  and 
representing  nearly  90  percent  of  rice 
production)  received  beneficial  rainfall  and 
near  normal  temperatures  throughout  most  of 
the  growing  season.  According  to  the  Indian 
Meteorological  Office,  the  country  as  a  whole 
received  96  percent  of  its  average  monsoonal 
rainfall  this  year  making  1999  the  twelfth 
consecutive  "normal"  monsoon;  however,  the 
rainfall  was  not  well  distributed  or  timely  in 
some  coarse  grain  and  oilseeds  growing  areas. 

For  total  coarse  grain,  production  is  lowered 
this  month  to  an  estimated  28.5  million  tons, 
down  2.0  million  from  last  month  and  down  8 
percent  from  last  season’s  record  crop.  Millet 
and  sorghum  are  reduced  by  1.0  million  tons 
each  to  an  estimated  8.5  million  and  8.0 
million  tons,  respectively,  due  to  reduced  area 
and  yield.  Drought  continued  to  affect  areas 
of  Gujarat  and  Rajasthan  despite  recently 
receiving  10  to  20  millimeters  of  rain  as  this 
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proved  to  be  too  little  and  too  late  to  salvage 
the  moisture-stressed  sorghum  and  millet 
crops.  However,  these  rains  along  with 
heavier  amounts  to  the  east  are  beneficial  for 
the  upcoming  rabi  (winter)  crops,  particularly 
rapeseed  and  wheat. 

BRAZIL:  RICE  PRODUCTION 

ESTIMATED  LOWER 

Brazil’s  1999/2000  rice  production  is 
estimated  at  6.9  million  tons  (milled  basis), 
down  0.3  million  or  1 1  percent  from  last  year 
due  to  lower  area.  Harvested  area  is  reduced 
3  percent  this  month  to  an  estimated  at  3.7 
million  hectares,  as  planting  intentions  indicate 
that  producers  will  sow  less  rice  as  a  result  of 
generally  higher  production  costs  and  less 
favorable  rice  prices.  Planting  begins  in  the 
Center-South  in  late  October  and  continues 
until  December. 


CHINA:  GOOD  SOYBEAN  OUTPUT 

FORECAST 

China’s  soybean  production  for  1999/2000  is 
estimated  at  14.0  million  tons,  up  1.0  million 
or  8  percent  from  last  month,  but  down  1 
million  from  last  year’s  revised  output  of  15.0 
million  tons.  Estimated  soybean  area  was 
increased  to  7.8  million  hectares,  up  300,000 
hectares  from  last  month,  based  on  information 
from  government  and  trade  sources. 
Estimated  yield,  at  1.79  tons  per  hectare,  is 
above  the  5 -year  average  but  below  last  year’s 
record  yield.  Summer  drought  stressed  the 
soybean  crop  in  parts  of  the  Northeast  and 
North  China  Plain,  and  some  areas  of  central 
and  southern  China  were  unfavorably  wet. 

Chinese  Government  sources  have  unofficially 
announced  that  1 998/99  soybean  output  may 
have  been  much  larger  than  previously 
expected.  Previous  indications  put  the  crop  at 
around  13.8  million  tons,  but  the  latest 


estimates  range  from  15.0  to  15.8million.  The 
main  reason  for  the  increase  was  higher 
reported  yields,  which  were  achieved  despite 
serious  flooding  in  central  China  and  parts  of 
the  Northeast  last  summer,  but  another  reason 
may  be  a  smaller-than-anticipated  reduction  in 
planted  area.  Final  area  and  production 
estimates  for  the  1 998/99  soybean  crop  may  be 
available  soon. 


ARGENTINA:  SOYBEAN  FORECAST 

INCREASED  DUE  TO  BETTER  PRICES 

Argentina’s  1999/2000  soybean  crop  is 
forecasted  at  18.0  million  tons,  up  0.5  million 
tons  or  3  percent  from  last  month  but  remains 
5  percent  below  last  season.  The  harvested 
area  is  forecast  at  7.5  million  hectares,  up  0.25 
million  hectares  from  last  month  and  equal  to 
last  year’s  area.  With  the  planting  season  set 
to  begin  in  November,  a  recent  improvement 
in  prices  has  provided  an  increased  incentive  to 
plant.  Soybean  yield  is  forecast  to  decline 
year-to-year  as  a  larger  area  was  planted  to 
wheat  this  year  and  a  larger  percentage  of  the 
crop  is  expected  to  be  planted  in  fields 
following  wheat.  Soybeans  planted  after 
wheat  are  typically  lower-yielding,  shorter- 
growth-season  varieties,  that  must  also 
contend  with  reduced  soil  moisture. 


INDIA:  SOYBEAN  AND  PEANUT 
PRODUCTION  ESTIMATES  LOWERED 

Indian  1999/2000  peanut  production  is 
estimated  at  6.0  million  tons,  down  0.9  million 
or  13  percent  from  last  month  and  down  19 
percent  from  a  year  ago.  Rains  which  arrived 
the  last  week  of  September  were  too  late  for 
the  Gujarat  peanut  crop,  and  an  estimated  70 
percent  of  the  state’s  crop  was  lost.  Rains  in 
other  producing  areas  have  been  erratic  and 
those  areas  are  not  expected  to  make  up  for 
the  decline  in  Gujarat.  Travel  in  soybean 
producing  areas  revealed  that  low  prices 
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resulted  in  a  greater  reduction  of  area  than  was 
previously  estimated.  Soybean  harvested  area 
is  estimated  at  5.8  million  hectares,  down  0.2 
million  from  last  month,  while  production  is 
estimated  at  5.5  million  tons,  down  0.2  million 
from  last  month  and  0.5  million  below  last 
year. 

MEXICO:  EMERGENCY  COTTON 

SUPPORT  PROGRAM  ANNOUNCED 

Due  to  the  drastic  fall  of  international  cotton 
prices,  the  Mexican  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
announced  on  September  21  an  emergency 
assistance  of  1,200  pesos  per  hectare  (roughly 
US$1 26/ha)  for  cotton  growers.  The  new 
support  will  be  applied  to  the  total  cotton  area 
planted  in  1999/2000  of  approximately 
160,000  hectares.  According  to  government 
officials,  this  support  encompasses  900  pesos 
per  hectare  (US$95/ha.)  from  the  federal 
budget  and  300  pesos/hectare  (US$3 2/ha.) 
from  the  state  governments.  This  support  is 
additional  to  the  current  PROCAMPO 
payments  of  708  Pesos/hectare  (US$75/ha.) 
and  the  payment  of  550  pesos  per  hectare 
(US $5 8. 5/ha.)  to  support  and  encourage 
cotton  production.  Official  sources  explained 
that  the  international  cotton  prices  decreased 
from  US$0.72  per  pound  a  year  ago  to 
US$0.51  currently,  due  to  ample  supplies  of 
Chinese  cotton  in  the  international  market. 

The  objective  of  the  new  subsidy  is  to  provide 
an  incentive  for  farmers  to  plant  cotton  instead 
of  other  alternative  crops  which  currently  are 
more  profitable  than  cotton.  During 
1 999/2000,  government  officials  expect  cotton 
production  to  decrease  to  approximately 
600,000  bales  from  nearly  1.0  million  bales  a 
year  ago,  mainly  because  of  water  shortages  in 
the  main  cultivated  regions.  Additionally, 
planted  area  declined  from  around  230,000  ha. 
in  1998/99  to  just  over  150,000  hectares  for 
the  current  year.  Official  sources  said  that 
promoting  domestic  cotton  production  is 


indispensable,  as  the  textile  industry's  demand 
for  cotton  continues  to  grow.  The  new  cotton 
subsidy  has  a  budget  of  133.6  million  pesos 
(approximately  US$14  million)  and  is  effective 
immediately.  Officials  pointed  out  that  total 
government  support  (PROCAMPO  payments 
and  the  Payment  to  Support  and  Encourage 
Cotton  Production)  with  the  new  subsidies  is 
equivalent  to  US$0. 15  per  pound  of  lint. 

ARGENTINA:  1999/2000  COTTON 

AREA  DOWN 

Cotton  production  for  1 999/2000  is  forecasted 
at  900,000  bales,  unchanged  from  last  month 
and  from  last  year.  Area  is  forecasted  at 
500,000  hectares,  unchanged  from  last  month, 
but  23  percent  below  last  season.  Three 
consecutive  poor  crops  and  little  government 
support  have  left  farmers  in  a  tight  financial 
situation.  So  far  this  season,  the  cotton  region 
has  experienced  dry  weather  since  May.  In  the 
main  cotton-producing  province  of  Chaco, 
about  100,000  hectares  intended  for  sunflower 
seed  were  not  planted,  leaving  the  possibility 
that  the  area  could  be  planted  to  cotton, 
soybeans  or  remain  not  planted.  The  final  area 
cotton  area  will  depend  on  how  several  factors 
develop  over  the  planting  season  which  starts 
soon  and  continues  until  December.  These 
factors  include  price,  the  availability  of 
economic  support  from  the  government,  the 
financing  capacity  of  the  private  sector  and  the 
weather. 


CHINA:  COTTON  AREA  DROPS  TO 

RECORD  LOW  LEVEL 

China’s  1999/2000  cotton  area  is  estimated  at 
a  record-low  3.9  million  hectares,  down 
600,000  hectares  from  last  year.  The  Chinese 
government  has  been  trying  for  several  years 
to  encourage  farmers  to  reduce  cotton  area 
through  lower  support  prices  and  other 
polices,  as  a  way  to  cut  cotton  production  and 
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reduce  the  financial  burden  of  excessive 
stocks.  Production  in  1999/2000  is  expected 
to  reach  19.0  million  bales  (4. 14  million  tons), 
down  8  percent  from  last  year  and  the  lowest 
since  1993/94.  Yields  are  forecast  at  a  record 
1061  kilograms  per  hectare,  the  result  of 
favorable  weather,  the  use  of  improved  cotton 
varieties,  and  the  elimination  of  marginal 
cotton  fields.  Southern  and  central  cotton¬ 


growing  provinces  were  wetter  than  normal, 
but  flooding  was  minor  compared  to  last  year 
and  mostly  dry  weather  in  August  benefitted 
boll  development.  The  North  China  Plain 
experienced  periods  of  drought  this  summer, 
but  increased  rainfall  in  August  improved 
moisture  levels.  Conditions  were  normal  in 
Xinjiang  Province,  where  about  30  percent  of 
China’s  cotton  is  grown. 


October  1999 
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TABLE  1 

U.S.  Crop  Acreage,  Yield,  and  Production 
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TABLE  2 

World  Crop  Production  Summary 
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TABLE  3 

Wheat  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  12 

Soybean  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  14 

Peanut  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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Sunflowerseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  16 

Rapeseed  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  17 

Copra,  Palm  Kernel,  and  Palm  Oil  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 


Production 

Change  in  Production 

Country/Region 

1997/98 

Prel. 

1998/99 

1999/00  Proj. 
Sept.  Oct. 

From  last  month 

From  last  year 

Million  metric  tons 

MMT 

Percent 

MMT 

Percent 

COPRA 

World 

5.45 

4.67 

5.44 

5.44 

0.00 

0.00 

0.77 

16.40 

Philippines 

2.37 

1.55 

2.15 

2.15 

0.00 

0.00 

0.60 

38.71 

Indonesia 

1.29 

1.30 

1.45 

1.45 

0.00 

0.00 

0.15 

11.54 

India 

0.68 

0.70 

0.73 

0.73 

0.00 

0.00 

0.03 

3.57 

Mexico 

0.20 

0.21 

0.20 

0.20 

0.00 

0.00 

-0.01 

-4.25 

Sri  Lanka 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Vietnam 

0.21 

0.20 

0.20 

0.20 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Malaysia 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Others 

0.62 

0.62 

0.62 

0.62 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

PALM  KERNEL 

World 

5.13 

5.76 

6.12 

6.12 

0.00 

0.00 

0.36 

6.30 

Malaysia 

2.50 

2.86 

3.00 

3.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.14 

4.90 

Indonesia 

1.48 

1.71 

1.89 

1.89 

0.00 

0.00 

0.18 

10.53 

Nigeria 

0.33 

0.35 

0.35 

0.35 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Cote  d'Ivoire 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

4.23 

Colombia 

0.08 

0.09 

0.09 

0.09 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

3.41 

Thailand 

0.11 

0.09 

0.12 

0.12 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

25.00 

Zaire 

0.03 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

8.33 

Ecuador 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Others 

0.49 

0.51 

0.52 

0.52 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

2.15 

PALM  OIL 

World 

17.07 

19.32 

20.60 

20.60 

0.00 

0.00 

1.28 

6.62 

Malaysia 

8.51 

9.75 

10.20 

10.20 

0.00 

0.00 

0.45 

4.62 

Indonesia 

5.00 

5.80 

6.40 

6.40 

0.00 

0.00 

0.60 

10.34 

Nigeria 

0.65 

0.76 

0.80 

0.80 

0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

5.26 

Cote  d'Ivoire 

0.33 

0.34 

0.35 

0.35 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

2.94 

Colombia 

0.42 

0.47 

0.48 

0.48 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

3.23 

Thailand 

0.47 

0.40 

0.50 

0.50 

0.00 

0.00 

0.10 

25.00 

Zaire 

0.13 

0.14 

0.15 

0.15 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

7.41 

Ecuador 

0.23 

0.23 

0.23 

0.23 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Others 

1.34 

1.44 

1.50 

1.50 

0.00 

0.00 

0.05 

3.75 
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TABLE  18 

Cotton  Area,  Yield,  and  Production 

World  and  Selected  Countries  and  Regions 
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TABLE  19 


The  table  below  presents  a  18-year  record  of  the  differences  between  the  October 
projection  and  the  final  estimate.  Using  world  wheat  production  as  an  example, 
changes  between  the  October  projection  and  the  final  estimate  have  averaged 
8.1  million  tons  (1.5  percent)  and  ranged  from  -26.7  to  9.5  million  tons.  The 
October  projection  has  been  below  the  final  10  times  and  above  the  final  8  times. 

RELIABILITY  OF  PRODUCTION  PROJECTIONS 


COMMODITY  AND 
REGION 

PROJECTION  AND  FINAL  ESTIMATES,  1981/82  - 

1998/99  1/ 

Difference 

Lowest  Highest 

Below 

Final 

Above 

Final 

Average 

Average 

Difference 

Percent 

— Million  metric  tons — 

Number  of  years  2/ 

WHEAT 

World 

1.5 

8.1 

-26.7  9.5 

10 

8 

U.S. 

0.3 

0.2 

-1.2  0.5 

9 

7 

Foreign 

1.8 

8.1 

-26.8  9.6 

10 

8 

COARSE  GRAINS  3/ 

World 

1.3 

10.7 

-33.7  9.1 

13 

5 

U.S. 

2.5 

5.4 

-14.5  17.9 

13 

5 

Foreign 

1.4 

8.3 

-21.1  7.5 

14 

4 

RICE  (Milled) 

World 

2.3 

7.6 

-20.9  3.0 

16 

1 

U.S. 

3.1 

0.2 

-0.4  0.3 

10 

8 

Foreign 

2.3 

7.5 

-21.0  3.1 

16 

2 

SOYBEANS 

World 

2.6 

3.0 

-8.9  4.5 

9 

9 

U.S. 

2.7 

1.5 

-3.2  3.1 

7 

11 

Foreign 

4.9 

2.7 

-9.5  4.0 

9 

9 

—Mill 

ion  480-lb.  bales— 

COTTON 

World 

3.4 

2.8 

-10.1  9.9 

9 

8 

U.S. 

3.6 

0.5 

-1.4  1.2 

12 

6 

Foreign 

4.1 

2.8 

-10.4  10.2 

8 

9 

UNITED  STATES 

- 1\ 

Million  bushels - 

CORN 

2.6 

196 

-541  618 

12 

6 

SORGHUM 

3.5 

24 

-59  71 

10 

8 

BARLEY 

1.4 

6 

-12  24 

7 

8 

OATS 

0.9 

4 

-18  16 

6 

6 

1/  The  final  estimate  for  1981/82-1997/98  is  defined  as  the  first  November  estimate  following  the  marketing  year. 
2/  May  not  total  18  if  projection  was  the  same  as  the  final. 

3/  Includes  corn,  sorghum,  barley,  oats,  rye,  millet,  and  mixed  grain. 
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MAP  2 
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MAP  3 
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WEATHER  BRIEFS 


India:  Surge  of  Monsoonal  Rainfall  Benefits 

Late-  Gujarat  Summer  Crops 

The  Southwest  Monsoon  typically  retreats 
southeastward  during  September  from 
southern  Pakistan  and  northwest  India 
including  Gujarat  and  northwest  Maharashtra 
and  Madhya  Pradesh.  In  1999,  rainfall  was 
sparse  as  early  as  late-July  and  throughout 
most  of  September  in  northwest  India, 
especially  Gujarat.  Soybeans,  groundnuts, 
cotton,  and  to  some  extent  rice  were  hurt  by 
long-term  dryness.  However,  a  late- 
September  and  early  October  revival  of 
monsoonal  rain  benefitted  the  late  portion  of 
the  soybean  crop  in  western  Madhya  Pradesh 
and  cotton  in  Gujarat.  During  the  week  of 
September  19-25,  locally  heavy  rain  (50-100 
millimeters)  fell  in  Madhya  Pradesh. 
Beneficial  rain  (10-50  millimeters)  brought 
welcome  drought  relief  to  cotton  and  oilseeds 
in  Andhra  Pradesh  and  Maharashtra.  From 
September  26  through  October  2,  rainfall 
nationwide  was  the  most  widespread  and 
beneficial  coverage  since  early  July.  Amounts 
that  week  totaled  25  to  100  millimeters  across 
Gujarat,  giving  late-developing  cotton  a  boost 
but  coming  too  late  for  maturing  crops  in  the 
groundnut  basin  (Saurashtra).  Showers  in 
neighboring  section  of  Madhya  Pradesh  were 
too  late  for  most  soybeans  but  benefitted  the 
area’s  cotton  and  improved  moisture  supplies 
for  secondary  cropping.  Farther  south, 
widespread,  locally  heavy  rain  (25  to  100 
millimeters  or  more)  improved  prospects  for 
late-developing  summer  crops  and  autumn- 
sown  oilseeds  and  grains. 

Argentina:  Rainfall  Benefits  Wheat 

Development 

During  September,  wheat  in  Argentina 


normally  advances  from  the  vegetative  to  the 
heading  and  reproductive  stages,  while 
planting  of  corn,  sunflowerseed  and  cotton 
begins.  For  September  1999,  rainfall  amounts 
were  favorable  across  the  major  wheat  areas, 
while  clear  weather  favored  planting.  During 
the  weeks  of  September  5-11,  12-18,  and 
September  26  through  October  5,  rain  fell  in 
Buenos  Aires  Province,  benefitting  wheat. 
From  September  19  through  October  5, 
Cordoba  and  southern  Santa  Fe  provinces 
received  rainfall  that  benefitted  wheat  and 
provided  moisture  for  summer  crop  planting. 
During  the  week  of  September  26  through 
October  2,  unseasonably  cold  and  dry  weather 
prevailed  in  the  southern  wheat  area  of  Buenos 
Aires.  Extreme  minimum  temperatures  as  low 
as  -1  degree  C,  probably  caused  some  burn 
back  of  young  vegetative  wheat.  However, 
due  to  the  short  duration  only  light  damage  is 
expected. 

Australia:  Conditions  Remain  Generally 

Favorable  As  Winter  Grain  Harvest  Begins 

During  August  1999,  near-  to  above-normal 
rainfall  was  recorded  over  most  winter  crop 
areas,  except  for  portions  of  South  Australia 
and  the  northernmost  crop  areas  of 
Queensland.  The  moisture  kept  semi-dormant 
to  vegetative  winter  crops  well  watered. 
During  September,  the  same  pattern 
continued,  with  the  heaviest  rains  falling  in 
New  South  Wales  and  eastern  Victoria. 
Growing  areas  of  South  Australia  and 
Queensland  tended  to  be  drier.  Mid- 
September  rainfall  maintained  favorable 
conditions  for  vegetative  to  reproductive 
winter  grains  and  oilseeds  in  New  South  Wales 
and  Victoria.  Mild  and  mostly  dry  weather  in 
Queensland  favored  winter  grains  maturation 
and  early  harvesting.  During  late  September 
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and  the  first  week  of  October,  showers  swept 
across  the  east,  benefitting  winter  crops 
advancing  through  reproductive  phases  of 
development.  The  heaviest  rain  fell  across  the 
winter  grain  and  oilseed  areas  of  New  South 
Wales,  improving  yield  prospects  and 
increasing  reservoir  levels.  In  eastern 
Queensland,  rainfall  did  not  reach  the  major 
winter  grains  areas,  allowing  harvesting  to 
progress.  However,  beneficial  rain  covered 
the  region’s  main  western  cotton  and  sorghum 
areas  and  spread  westward  through  important 
grazing  areas.  During  that  time  in  South 
Australia  and  the  western  two-thirds  of 


Victoria,  light  showers  stabilized  growing 
conditions,  but  failed  to  improve  the  long-term 
moisture  outlook.  In  South  Australia’s 
western  growing  areas,  a  brief  period  of  heat 
stress  added  pressure  to  crops  already  hurt  by 
low  available  moisture,  and  also  hastened  crop 
maturation.  In  western  Australia,  light 
showers  and  seasonably  mild  temperatures 
covered  most  winter  grains  areas.  However, 
unusually  high  temperatures  on  the  eastern 
fringe  of  the  growing  area  raised  crop 
moisture  demands. 
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CHINA 


WEATHER  AND  CROP  HIGHLIGHTS 

OCTOBER  8,  1999 

•  In  September,  below-normal  rainfall  extended  from  Manchuria  southward  through  most 
of  the  North  China  Plain  into  the  Yangtze  Valley,  favoring  summer  crop  maturation  and 
harvesting. 

•  Drier  weather  prevailed  across  interior  southern  China  in  September,  improving 
conditions  for  singe-crop  rice  maturation  and  harvesting. 

•  Since  September  29,  moderate  to  heavy  showers  fell  in  the  North  China  Plain, 
boosting  topsoil  moisture  for  winter  wheat  planting  but  disrupting  summer  crop 
harvesting. 
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BLACK  SEA 


FORMER  SOVIET  UNION  (WESTERN) 

OPTIMUM  WINTER  GRAIN  PLANTING  DATES 


WEATHER  AND  CROP  HIGHLIGHTS 

October  8,  1999 

o  In  September,  below-normal  precipitation  in  most  of  Ukraine  and  southern  Russia 
helped  corn,  sunflower,  and  sugar  beet  harvesting. 

o  Persistent  dryness  along  with  recent  hot  weather  in  major  winter  wheat  producing 
areas  of  eastern  Ukraine  and  southern  Russia  reduced  topsoil  moisture  to 
unfavorably  low  levels  for  uniform  germination  and  crop  establishment. 

o  In  primary  spring  wheat  producing  areas,  rainy  weather  in  the  Urals,  Russia 
hampered  harvest  activities,  while  farther  south  in  Kazakstan,  dry  weather  allowed 
the  spring  wheat  harvest  to  progress  without  delay. 

JAWFi™  Agricultural  Weather  Facility 

oc  (usda/noaa)  World  Agricultural  Outlook  Board 
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Each  dot  represents  500,000  Metric  Tons  of  winter  wheat. 

Areas  with  above-normal  precipitation  in  September  1999 

Areas  with  less  than  50%  of  normal  precipitation  in  September  1999 


FEATURE  COMMODITY  ARTICLES 


MEXICO:  GRAIN  PRODUCTION 

APPROACHES  RECORD  LEVEL 

Mexico  total  grain  production  for  1999/2000 
is  estimated  at  29.3  million  tons,  up  1 .2  million 
tons  or  4  percent  from  last  year  and  slightly 
below  the  1996/97  level  of  29.9  million. 
Harvested  area  is  estimated  at  11.3  million 
hectares,  up  1.2  million  hectares  or  4  percent 
from  1998/99  and  is  also  at  the  second  highest 
level  on  record.  Grains  are  grown  year-round 
in  Mexico  with  over  65  percent  of  the  national 
total  produced  in  the  summer  months  (April- 
September).  Corn  and  sorghum  account  for 
the  vast  majority  of  Mexico’s  summer  total, 
and  the  Bajio  (the  central  plateau  region  of 
south  Mexico  including  states  Jalisco, 
Guanajuarto,  and  Michoacan)  is  the  primary 
contributing  region. 

Weather  Events:  The  relative  absence  of 
rainfall  from  November  1998  to  June  1999  had 
profound  impact  upon  the  entire  Mexican 
society  with  agricultural  interests  among  the 
primary  sectors  suffering  losses.  The 

Government  of  Mexico  (GOM)  declared  10 
northern  Mexico  states  (Baja  California  Sur, 
Chihuahua,  Coahuila,  Durango,  Nuevo  Leon, 
San  Luis  Potosi,  Sinaloa,  Sonora,  Tamaulipas, 
and  Zacatecas)  to  be  disaster  zones  (May  27, 
1999),  as  all  segments  of  agriculture  in  these 
regions  were  negatively  impacted  by 
insufficient  rainfall  from  November  1998  to 
June  1999.  Reservoir  levels  in  the  region  had 
not  returned  to  normal  levels  since  the  1994- 
96  drought,  and  thus  could  not  support  field 
preparation  for  irrigated  areas  across  the 
northern  two-thirds  of  the  country.  The 
arrival  of  the  annual  summer  monsoon  in  July 
1999  averted  further  degradation.  However, 
the  GOM  declared  on  October  5  that  the 
southern  states  Puebla,  Michoacan,  Jalisco, 
and  Tabasco  are  disaster  areas  due  to  intense 


rainfall  generated  by  a  tropical  depression 
nearly  stationary  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Corn:  Second  only  to  the  1993/94  crop, 
production  for  1999/2000  is  forecast  at  19.0 
million  tons,  up  1.2  million  or  7  percent  from 
last  year.  Area  harvested  is  forecast  at  8.2 
million  hectares,  up  0.3  million  or  4  percent 
from  last  year.  The  annual  summer  monsoon 
traverses  Mexico  in  a  southeast-to-northwest 
pattern,  ensuring  that  the  fields  in  the  Bajio  are 
among  the  first  and  last  fields  to  receive  its 
benefits.  A  long  spring/summer  growing 
season  affords  producers  extraordinary 
flexibility  in  planting  and  harvesting.  For  the 
1999  summer,  the  crops  experienced  very 
agreeable  growing  conditions  across  the  region 
that  melded  into  an  overabundance  of 
precipitation  in  late  September  and  early 
October.  A  rapid  withdrawal  of  the  1999 
monsoon  will  be  necessary  to  avert  the 
development  of  diseases  and  pest  populations 
that  thrive  in  humid,  wet  conditions.  In  a 
normal  year,  the  summer  com  crop  generates 
at  least  85  percent  of  the  annual  total.  The 
summer  crop  (mostly  non-irrigated)  is  planted 
during  April/August  and  harvested  from 
October/February.  The  winter  crop  is  mostly 
irrigated,  planted  during  November/February 
and  harvested  from  March/July,  the  main  state 
being  Sinaloa. 

Sorghum:  Production  for  1999/2000  is 

forecast  at  6.2  million  tons,  the  third  largest 
crop  on  record.  Area  harvested  is  forecast  at 
1.9  million  hectares,  down  0.10  million  or  5 
percent  from  1998/99.  Mexican  producers 
frequently  switch  from  other  crops  to  sorghum 
when  low  moisture  supplies  are  anticipated. 
Reservoir  levels  were  below  normal  entering 
the  1998/99  winter  season,  a  period  wherein 
Mexico  normally  receives  little  precipitation, 
and  reservoirs  in  the  northern  states  were 
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especially  low.  The  sturdy  sorghum  stands 
struggled  to  sustain  development  on  the 
available  moisture  causing  sorghum  yield 
potential  to  drop  in  Tamaulipas.  Tamaulipas 
accounts  for  better  than  75  percent  of  the 
fall/winter  crop  in  most  years  (planted  during 
Januaiy/February  to  non-irrigated  fields  and 
harvested  from  June/ August).  The  moisture 
deficit  lingered  into  spring  1999,  as  the  annual 
monsoon  was  about  a  month  behind  its  usual 
late  May/early  June  arrival  time  frame. 
Although  early  1999  summer  plant 
development  was  inhibited,  conditions  rapidly 
improved  once  the  annual  showers  began,  and 
a  bountiful  1999/2000  summer  crop  remains 
probable,  barring  an  early  frost.  Nearly  70 
percent  of  Mexico’s  annual  sorghum  total  is 
produced  during  the  spring/summer  cycle  and 
is  planted  during  May/ August  and  harvested 
from  October/December.  The  major 
producing  states  include  Guanajuato,  Jalisco, 
Michoacan,  and  Sinaloa,  with  some  states 
irrigating  more  than  others. 

Wheat:  Production  is  forecast  at  3.1  million 
tons,  down  0.2  tons  or  5  percent  from  last 
year.  Harvested  area  is  forecast  at  0.8  million 
hectares,  down  6  percent  from  1998/99. 
Wheat  is  mainly  a  fall/winter  crop  (planting 
October  /March)  and  the  major  producers  are 
almost  all  irrigated  (Baja  California  Norte, 
Guanajuato,  Jalisco,  Michoacan,  Sinaloa, 
Sonora).  The  fall/winter  wheat  crop  is 


frequently  around  90  percent  of  annual 
production.  Summer  production,  primarily  in 
Tlaxcala,  Puebla,  Mexico,  Hidalgo  and  other 
central  plateau  states  is  almost  exclusively  rain 
fed.  It  is  planted  from  May/August  and 
harvested  from  November/February.  The 
1998/99  water  deficiency  resulted  in  reduced 
production  in  both  1999  wheat  crop  cycles, 
but  to  a  lesser  degree  for  the  summer  crop. 
The  torrential  cloudbursts  of  September  and 
October  have  raised  the  possibility  of  lodging 
damage  in  the  wheat  stands. 

Rice:  Production  for  1999/2000  is  forecast  at 
0.3  million  tons,  virtually  unchanged  from  last 
year.  Harvested  area  is  forecast  at  the  same 
level  as  last  season  at  85,000  hectares.  Rice  is 
primarily  a  summer  crop  in  Mexico  and  is 
planted  during  May/August  and  harvested 
from  October/February.  In  a  moderate 
deviation  from  past  practice,  the  east  coast 
states  (Veracruz,  Campeche,  and  Tabasco) 
have  become  predominately  non-irrigated 
summer  producers,  while  west  coast  states 
(Sinaloa,  Michoacan,  and  Nayarit)  have  been 
predominately  irrigated  summer  producers. 
Rice  is  also  produced  in  Morelos  with  its 
irrigated  summer  rice  fields  residing  on  the 
east  flank  of  the  central  plateau.  The  other 
states  are  in  the  southernmost  third  of  the 
country,  where  conditions  had  been  favorable 
for  rice  prior  to  the  recent  torrential  rains. 


1999/00  ESTIMATES  FOR  MEXICAN  GRAINS 


Area 

Yield 

(THa) 

(MT/Ha) 

Com 

8,200 

2.32 

Rice 

85 

3.24 

Sorghum 

1,850 

4.85 

Wheat 

750 

4.13 

Production 

(TMT) 

5-Yr.  Avg. 
(TMT) 

Record 

(TMT) 

19,000 

17,688 

19,141 

275 

262 

498 

6,200 

5,474 

6,855 

3,100 

3,523 

4,500 
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Ron  White,  Mexico  Analyst 
Phone:  (202)690-0137 
E-mail:  whiter@fas.usda.gov 

WORLD  TROPICAL  OILSEED 

PRODUCTION 

World  production  of  tropical  oilseeds 
(including  copra  and  palm  kernel)  plus  palm  oil 
has  expanded  dramatically  over  the  last 
decade,  up  67  percent  to  32.2  million  tons 
forecast  for  1999/2000.  Attractive  world 
prices  and  favorable  economic  situations  in 
many  countries  have  resulted  in  investment  in 
palm  oil  plantations,  while  competition  from 
palm  oil  and  palm  kernel  has  kept  copra 
production  fairly  level. 

Malaysia  is  the  world’s  largest  producer  of 
tropical  oilseeds  plus  palm  oil,  and  is  forecast 
to  produce  13.2  million  tons  in  1999/2000,  up 
4.8  million  tons  from  1989/90.  The 
percentage  increase  of  56  percent  is  far  less 
than  the  135  percent  increase  for  Indonesia 
which  is  forecast  to  produce  9.7  million  tons  in 
1999/2000.  Many  industry  analysts  expect 
output  in  Indonesia  to  overtake  that  of 
Malaysia  in  10  years  or  less.  New  investments 
in  palm  oil  plantations  in  Indonesia  were 
reduced  dramatically  by  the  currency  crisis 
starting  in  1997,  but  the  currency  has 
stabilized  since  then  and  new  projects  continue 
to  be  announced. 

El  Nino  related  drought  in  the  latter  half  of 
1997  reduced  output  in  a  number  of  countries 
where  stressed  trees  will  not  recover  fully  until 
sometime  in  1999/2000.  A  year-to-year 
decline  of 497,000  tons  of  palm  oil  occurred  in 
Malaysia  and  385,000  tons  in  Indonesia  in 
1997/98.  Palm  oil  output  in  Thailand  is 
estimated  to  have  declined  by  70,000  tons  in 
1998/99,  while  a  copra  production  decline  of 
820,000  tons  in  the  Philippines  was  blamed  on 
the  drought.  A  modest  decline  of  16,000  tons 


in  Columbian  palm  oil  production  was  blamed 
on  El  nino  related  dryness  in  the  face  of 
average  year-to-year  increases  of  25,000  tons 
over  the  last  decade. 

Improving  economic  policies  in  some  countries 
in  West  Africa  is  resulting  in  more  palm  oil 
output  there.  Cameroon’s  output  has 
increased  78  percent  to  160,000  tons  from 
1993/94  to  1998/99.  Nigeria’s  palm  oil  output 
for  1998/99  is  estimated  at  760,000  tons,  up 
29  percent  in  three  years.  Output  is  expanding 
due  to  price  incentives  which  have  fostered 
investment  and  improved  management  in  the 
recently  privatized  state  owned  estates.  Palm 
oil  production  in  Cote  d’Ivoire  rose  14  percent 
to  325,000  tons  in  1997/98  and  is  forecast  to 
continue  to  increase  due  to  improved 
efficiency  in  the  operation  of  privatized 
companies. 

Increasing  consumption  of  fats  and  oils  in 
Columbia,  the  world’s  fourth  largest  producer 
of  palm  oil,  is  being  met  by  local  industry 
efforts  to  increase  palm  oil  production.  The 
increase  comes  as  production  of  soybeans, 
cottonseed  and  sesame  have  declined  in  recent 
years.  The  increase  has  come  despite  high 
interest  rates,  elimination  of  government 
subsidies,  and  insecurity  in  palm  oil  growing 
regions  resulting  from  insurgent  groups. 

Next  door  to  the  United  States,  Mexico  is  the 
world’s  fourth  largest  producer  of  copra. 
Mexico,  which  is  forecast  to  produce  203,000 
tons  of  copra  in  1999/2000,  has  seen  little 
change  in  copra  output  for  eight  years. 
Meanwhile,  a  small  palm  oil  industry  has 
expanded  from  2,000  tons  of  production  to  an 
estimated  12,000  tons. 


Paul  Provance,  Oilseeds  Chairperson 
Telephone:  (202)  720-0881 
E-mail:  provance@fas.usda.gov 
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WORLD  TROPICAL  OILSEED  AND  PALM  OIL  PRODUCTION 

(1,000  Metric  tons) 


40 


P-preliminary  F-forecast  ‘-includes  palm  oil,  copra,  and  palm  kernel 
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WORLD  PALM  OIL  PRODUCTION 

(1,000  Metric  tons) 


41 


P-preliminary  F-forecast 
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WORLD  COPRA  PRODUCTION 

(1,000  Metric  tons) 
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P-preliminary  F-forecast 
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WORLD  PALM  KERNEL  PRODUCTION 

(1,000  Metric  tons) 
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P-preliminary  F-forecast 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
1400  INDEPENDENCE  AVENUE,  SW 
WASHINGTON,  DC  20250-1004 


For  questions  concerning  your  subscription  or  change  of  address, 
PRINT  OR  TYPE  the  new  address,  including  ZIP  code  and  return  this 
sheet  to: 

U  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
TECHNOLOGY  ADMINISTRATION 
NATIONAL  TECHNICAL  INFORMATION  SERVICE 
SPRINGFIELD,  VA  22161 

For  questions  or  concerns  on  the  data  included  in  this  publication, 
contact  us  at  the  address  shown  above. 


Summaries  and  selected  tables  from  many  Foreign  Agricultural  Service 
world  market  and  trade  reports  are  available  electronically.  The  reports 
include  U.S.  Export  Sales  (available  electronically  after  8:30  a.m.  on 
release  day);  Grain:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Oilseeds:  World  Markets 
and  Trade;  Cotton:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Tobacco:  World  Markets 
and  Trade;  World  Agricultural  Production;  the  early  release  version  of 
World  Horticultural  Products  and  U.S.  Export  Opportunities;  and  Tropical  Products:  World  Markets 
and  Trade  (all  available  electronically  after  3:00  p.m.  Washington  DC  time  on  release  day)  as  well 
as  Sugar:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Livestock  and  Poultry:  World  Markets  and  Trade;  Dairy:  World 
Markets  and  Trade,  and  U.S.  Planting  Seed  Trade  (available  within  a  week  after  release.) 

You  can  read  the  reports  on  the  FAS  home  page  (http://www.fas.usda.gov).  The  reports  remain 
“current”  until  the  succeeding  issue  is  available.  Older  issues  are  available  in  the  archives  section 
of  the  home  page.  We  also  make  selected  cover  articles  and  graphics  available  from  these 
publications,  in  a  separate  section  of  the  site.  Reports  are  also  available  from  the  Economic  Bulletin 
Board  at  Stat-USA,  on  the  same  schedule.  For  more  information,  you  may  contact  Stat-USA  at 
(202)  482-1986  (Monday-Friday,  8:30-5:30  p.m.  Washington,  DC  time.) 

For  more  information  on  the  FAS  home  page,  contact  Glenn  Kaup,  tel.  (202)  720-3329;  fax.  (202) 
720-3229;  or  via  e-mail  kaup@fas.usda.gov 


The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  (USD A)  prohibits  discrimination  in  its  programs  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  national  origin,  gender, 
religion,  age,  disability,  political  beliefs,  sexual  orientation,  and  marital  or  family  status.  (Not  all  prohibited  bases  apply  to  all  programs.) 
Persons  with  disabilities  who  require  alternative  means  for  communication  of program  information  (Braille,  large  print,  audiotape,  etc.) 
should  contact  USDA 's  TARGET  Center  at  202-720-2600  (voice  and  TDD). 

To  file  a  complaint  of  discrimination,  write  USDA,  Director,  Office  of  Civil  Rights,  Room  326-W,  Whitten  Building,  14'h  and  Independence 
Avenue,  SW,  Washington,  DC  20250-9410  or  call  (202)  720-5964  (voice  or  TDD).  USDA  is  an  equal  opportunity  provider  and 
employer. " 


